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President’s Message: by Bill Whited 

     In a matter of days, the first year of my term will 
have passed. In that time the Alliance has done some 
great work advocating for older Oklahoman's. We 
worked to pass landmark legislation such as Senate 
Bill 280 and Senate Bill 142. Each will help improve 

the quality of life and quality of care of those living in a nursing home. 
Ms. Esther Houser, co-coordinated weekly strategy meetings with 
Mrs. Trish Emig. Their efforts to bring a broad and varying group of 
advocates together have truly helped make aging issues a priority at 
the Capitol.  

While we are riding high on the successes of this legislative session, work for next year is already 
beginning. In the coming weeks, the Alliance will reach out to members with a survey. The survey will 
help the Alliance prioritize our advocacy efforts for next year when the legislature convenes in February.  
I encourage each Alliance member to complete the survey, so your voice and priorities are noted.  

Notice was recently conveyed to members that there will be a special meeting of the Board of 
Directors on July 9, 2019 at 1:30. The Meeting will be held at the Daily Living Centers, Rockwell 
Campus. The address is 3000 N Rockwell, Bethany, Ok. The agenda for the special meeting will include 
a review of the Alliance on Aging's By Laws and discussion of any potential changes that may be 
warranted.  I encourage members to attend this special meeting and participate in those discussions.  

Thanks go out to our individual and organizational members. It is only through your support and 
participation that the Alliance is able to continue advocacy efforts that improve the lives of older 
Oklahoman's. Your dedication and advocacy truly make a difference, Thank You!  With Gratitude,  
William “Bill” Whited, President, Oklahoma Alliance on Aging  
 
Wellness Expo by Janet Moore  
 The Oklahoma Alliance on Aging participated in the Annual 
Wellness Expo on May 23, 2019 at OKC Maps 3 Healthy Living at 11501 
North Rockwell, Oklahoma City, OK.  Marietta Real, Executive Director, 
and Janet Moore, 2nd Vice President represented the Oklahoma Alliance on 
Aging. We had many visitors stop by to pick up Alliance Newsletter, mission 
statement and relevant information.  

The Expo featured over 100 exhibitors who offered a wide range of 
information about caregiver support services, active aging, Medicare, Medicare supplements, home health 
care, VA benefits, housing options, accessibility, fraud, abuse, and so much more! The Expo also included 
demonstrations of cooking, nutrition, activities and classes available at Healthy Living throughout the day. 
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Legislative Report by James Crowder 
• Thanks to last year’s revenue increases and a strong economy, fueled especially by booming oil 

and gas revenues, lawmakers entered the 2019 session looking at a large budget surplus.  It was 
clear from the start that tax policy would be far less prominent and contentious than in past years. 

• The end of the legislative session last month was met with triumphant press releases from the 
Governor and Republican legislative leaders.  Though there were indeed winners this session, low-
income Oklahomans were not among them.  Instead, the session was defined by squandered 
opportunities. 

• Dept. of Corrections Director Joe M. Allbaugh abruptly resigned last week during a Board of 
Corrections meeting.  His resignation came after the newly constituted board elected officers.  
Allbaugh asked to address the board and left immediately following his remarks.  He wished panel 
members and called Department of Corrections staff the most dedicated people he’s worked with. 

• Opponents and proponents of Medicaid expansion are scheduled to appear on June 18 before the 
state Supreme Court.  That’s the date that has been set for oral arguments to be heard over whether 
an initiative petition calling for a statewide vote on the issue should be allowed to go forward. 

• In Oklahoma, the number of mothers dying during pregnancy or the 42 days after pregnancy is on 
the rise – the most recent measurement, taken from 2015 to 2017, shows the death rate for mothers 
increased by nearly 50% compared to the previous 3-year period.  Experts and researchers agree 
there is no single cause. 

• As news spread recently that one of Oklahoma’s largest military bases would once again be used 
to house thousands of unaccompanied immigrant children, Oklahoma’s Governor said politicians 
in Washington must tackle immigration issues.    

• Five years ago, Oklahoma’s Republican governor and congressional leadership reacted to the news 
that immigrant children were being housed at Fort Sill with alarm and demanded that then-
President Barack Obama close the facility.  This time around, some of them are singing a mellower 
tune. 

• The Dept. of Health and Human Services announced that it will begin holding unaccompanied 
migrant children at Fort Sill, a 150-year-old military base in Oklahoma.  In World War II, the site 
was used as an internment damp for Japanese-Americans.  The Trump administration has been 
under fire for its treatment of migrant children, drawing comparisons to the U.S. government’s 
internment of Japanese Americans and Japanese immigrants in the 1940s. 

• Despite the growing number of low-income students attending college, they’re still much less 
likely to pursue a bachelor’s degree – as opposed to an associate degree or certificate – than their 
wealthier peers, data released this week by the National Center for Education Statistics indicates. 

• Much of the credit for the prosperous fiscal situation is due to rising oil and gas revenues.  In recent 
sessions the Legislature curbed tax breaks for the oil and gas industry that had allowed a growing 
share of production to be taxed far below the standard 7% rate. 

• Oklahoma Democrats are divided on who should take on President Trump in 2020.  Supporters of 
several of the nearly two dozen Democrats vying for the party’s nomination were on hand over the 
weekend at the Oklahoma Democratic Party’s state convention in Oklahoma City. 
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2018 Profile of Older Americans 
The Profile of Older Americans is an annual summary of critical statistics related to the older 

population in the United States. View/download the  2019 Profile: https://acl.gov/aging-and-disability-in-
america/data-and-research/profile-older-americans.  

Select Data Highlights: 

• More than 15% of the U.S. population are older adults. 
• Over the past 10 years, the population age 65+ increased 34%, from 37.8 million to 50.9 million, 

and is projected to reach 94.7 million in 2060. 
• The age 85+ population is projected to increase 123% from 2017 to 2040. 
• From 2007 to 2017, racial and ethnic minority populations increased from 7.2 million (19% of 

older adults) to 11.8 million (23%) and are projected to reach 27.7 million in 2040 (34%). 
• Currently, persons reaching age 65 have an average life expectancy of an additional 19.5 years. 
• Older women outnumber older men at 28.3 million to 22.6 million, respectively. 
• A larger percentage of older men (70%) are married as compared with older women (46%). 
• Approximately 28% (14.3 million) of older persons live alone. 
• Among adults age 75+, 42% report television is their first source of emergency information as 

compared with 31% for the total population. The percentage of older adults receiving 
information from the internet (9%) is much lower than for the total population (31%). 

 
GAO Report: Older Americans Act 
  To stay in their homes as they age, older adults often need services such as in-home care, meal 
delivery, and transportation to medical appointments. Under the Older Americans Act of 1965, the 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) funds grants to help state and local agencies provide 
these services. Rural older adults are identified as important service recipients because of their economic 
and social needs. 

However, studies indicate that rural older adults received certain services, such as home-delivered 
meals, less frequently than urban older adults. Local officials and service providers told us how reaching 
older adults in remote, sparsely populated areas can add to the cost and effort of providing services, and 
how a dwindling working-age population can mean fewer caregivers and volunteers to help.. 

According to the Government Accountability Office, HHS could help rural services providers by 
centralizing information on promising practices to help local agencies and providers better serve rural 
older adults. Read the report,  https://www.gao.gov/assets/700/699298.pdf 
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Join the Alliance… 

Together we make a difference! The Oklahoma Alliance on Aging, a 501(c) (3), is a 
statewide non-partisan coalition. The Mission of the Alliance is to identify needs of aging Oklahomans, 
to educate on issues, and to advocate for solutions.   
 
As a member, YOU stay informed on issues pertaining to aging Oklahomans. YOU receive a quarterly 
newsletter, participate in an annual survey on issues, and have an opportunity to attend Education and 
Strategy committee meetings. The Alliance gives YOU a voice in identifying and prioritizing concerns 
and issues while following legislation.  

Membership Application: (check one or more) 
 (Contributions above basic dues are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.) 

    q New  q Renewal 

Individual    q Regular ($25) q Contributing (Over $25) 

Organizational  q Regular ($100) q Contributing (Over $100) 

Sponsors   q $200 or more 

Donation   q $__________(any amount is appreciated!) 

Endowment Fund  q $__________(any amount is appreciated!)  
 
Please designate representative to attend meetings and receive 
mailings. 
 
Names: _____________________________________ 

Mailing Address:________________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip: _________________________________ 

Phone: ________________________________________ 

Email: ________________________________________ 

Sponsorship Application: (check one)  
 q$200 Newsletter q $50 full-page  q$30 half page    

Help the Alliance by sponsoring the newsletter yourself or finding someone, an organization or 
business, to be a sponsor.  By becoming a sponsor, you: 

• Ensure copies of the newsletter are distributed across the state 
• Are recognized in the newsletter edition you sponsor (your name or your 

organization’s name, whichever you prefer) 
 Contact the Alliance office for details! Call 405-943-1895. 
MAIL TO:  P.O. Box 12008, OKC, OK 73157  

Please let us know if 
you would like to: 
q Volunteer  
(Area of interest) _______ 
q Work on a 
committee  
(Area of interest) 
__________________ 
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Oklahoma Alliance on Aging 
PO Box 12008 
Oklahoma City, OK  73157 
www.okallianceonaging.org 
 

 Email: Marietta.OAOA@gmail.com 
 Call: (405) 943-1895 
 Hours: M, W, and F from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 

 
 
 
 

    
 
 

If you are not a member, we hope you join.  
 

    

Special THANKS to all our Volunteers and Supporters! 
 

 
 

Bill Whited, President (2018-2020)   
Open, 1st Vice President 
Janet Moore, 2nd Vice President (2018-2020) 
Annette Mays, Treasurer  (2018-2020) 
Marietta Real, Secretary 
Janine McCullough, Past President 
Marietta Real, Executive Director (PT)  
Wanda DeBruler, Newsletter 

CALENDAR  
Mark the Dates 

 
Location: The Daily Living Center 

Board Room 
3000 N. Rockwell 

Bethany, OK 
1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

If speaker scheduled, 1:00-1:30 p.m. 
 

Quarterly Meetings:  
 
Special Meeting: July 9, 2019  

September 17, 2019 
December 17, 2019 

 
 


